
APT STATEMENT: FAILED JEWISH LEADERSHIP MUST RESIGN! 

The year 2019 has been an inflection point, as Jews have come under an escalating ideological 
and physical assault. This is the challenge of our generation.  

For nearly two decades, starting with our work at the David Project, we at APT have been 
documenting the rising tide of anti-Semitism on the American left and within the growing 
American Muslim community. We — along with other grassroots groups that grew out of the 
same concerns — worked hard to educate establishment Jewish leaders and the community at 
large about these growing threats. Many members of the community have listened. Few leaders 
have. 

In the seventeen years that have passed, the threats have indeed grown, but establishment Jewish 
leaders have remained complacent, or worse. They seem constitutionally unable to protect the 
community; and have even, in the policies they have adopted, made things much worse. On the 
national level, the ADL — the “defense department of the Jewish people” — has primarily 
become an asset of the American left. The same is true, and sometimes even more so, for the 
Federations, the JCRCs, and various rabbinical groups. Most American Jewish leaders care 
deeply about being respected in leftist circles, are ignorant and/or fearful of the Islamist threat, 
and resist doing anything that might lose them donors. They have utterly failed us.  

We find it appalling and extremely dangerous that Jewish leaders have lost the battle on the 
campuses, in the high schools, in the liberal churches, among our own youth, and in a 
rampant portion of the Democratic Party.  

Even right-wing anti-Semitism, which establishment Jewish groups are supposedly well-
equipped to fight, threatens Jewish lives like never before. Meanwhile, our leaders spend 
increasing proportions of the community’s resources on progressive political causes that have 
little to do with Judaism or protecting Jews. If Establishment Jewish leaders are unable to 
change course, they must be replaced.  

We have begun to confront these leaders over two primary issues in the New England Jewish 
community:  

1. Jewish leaders’ implicit moral support of Muslim anti-Semitism through “interfaith 
dialogue” with the Islamic Society of Boston (ISB).  

Over the past several months, in articles at publications like The Federalist, FrontPage 
Magazine, and the American Thinker, we have been excoriating Boston’s ADL and JCRC for 
inviting the ISB’s anti-Semitic imam to give a sermon at Boston’s vigil for the Pittsburgh Tree of 
Life synagogue victims. We promoted these articles through paid Facebook ads to hundreds of 
thousands of Jews across the country. Thousands responded with deep concern and anger toward 



the ADL and JCRC’s actions. We then targeted these comments to reach ADL and JCRC 
supporters on Facebook day after day.  

Ilya Feoktistov’s book, Terror in the Cradle of Liberty: How Boston Became a Center for 
Islamic Extremism documents the scandalous failure of Boston’s Jewish leaders. 

2. Jewish leaders whitewashing progressive anti-Semitism in Newton public schools. 

Ever since the controversy over anti-Israel indoctrination in Newton schools began, Boston’s 
establishment Jewish leaders have been defending the Newton school committee, denying that 
the schools’ curriculum is anti-Semitic, and attacking us for misleading the public. Over the past 
year, we have debunked these arguments in widely-read exposés, which were covered by Fox 
News and national Jewish outlets like The Forward and Commentary magazine.  

This summer, Liel Liebovitz, one of Tablet magazine’s best writers, published his own 4,000-
word exposé on Newton, slamming Boston’s Jewish officials and issuing an ultimatum to them: 
“either engage in a fight against anti-Jewish prejudice, or become part of the problem.” In 
response, the ADL and JCRC finally admitted that there is an anti-Semitism problem with 
the way Newton teaches about Israel.  

We believe that nothing is more pressing than for the Jewish community to replace its current 
failed leadership — or to pressure that leadership, if it is still able, to change its course.  

We do not make this decision lightly. The failure of American Jewish leadership is not a new 
phenomenon. Think of the tragic failure during WWII. Without strong leadership, the Jewish 
community will be marginalized and ultimately fail. These are challenging times for the Jewish 
people. I hope I can count on your continuing moral and financial support.  

Donations to APT are fully tax-deductible.  

Sincerely, 

Charles Jacobs


