&% ANOPENLETTER TO BOSTON'S JEWISH COMMUNITY: BREAKING THE SILENCE

p : We need a public discourse on the threats posed to the Boston Jewish community by the
— radicalization of America’s historically moderate Muslims.

For too long, discussions in our community about the increasing radicalization of Boston Muslims have been mostly limited to
private deliberations among Jewish leaders. Too many of our leaders have appeared to choose denial, wishful thinking or ap-
peasement as their strategy vis-a-vis the radicals. Steeped in an idealistic utopianism, some of our most powerful leaders
seem to accept extremists at their word rather than dealing with inconvenient and disturbing truths.

It is clear that, just as other immigrants, the vast majority of Muslims in America come here to find the American dream. Unfor-
tunately, radical Islamic activists have taken over and dominate the leadership of many Islamic institutions. These radicals are
highly educated. They are charming and warm — and disciplined in working toward their long-term goals of promoting Sharia
law (Islamic theocracy) and gaining American converts. Central to their strategy is obtaining political influence and social legiti-
macy. This strategy aims to create an organized and militant angry Muslim community which can be mobilized to intimidate op-
ponents and influence politics by playing the victimized minority card. Acts of terrorism are mostly a byproduct of Islamic ex-
tremist efforts — not a goal. Yet we only have to look to the European experience to see the future that is heading our way.

Many of Boston’s Jewish leaders do not fully appreciate how they are being used by the radicals. The radicals want legitimacy;
and what is more validating than receiving a rabbi’s embrace? If a city’s Jews accept a Muslim organization — or fail to convey
to the public that such an acceptance has been withdrawn — the city’s citizens will surely be less wary.

Our leaders are caring and compassionate, with noble motives, but leadership requires more than good intentions; we need
good results. Yet the Jewish community is losing political power, efforts to reduce anti-Semitism are faltering, and anti-Israel
sentiment has become acceptable in our media and on our campuses.

In the matter of the Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center (ISBCC), we have been — for five years — warning the public and
Jewish leadership about the need for honest discussion of the threats posed — not by the Muslim community — but by the
ISBCC leadership. There is a troubling history to this organization that cannot be ignored despite numerous denials, clarifica-
tions, corrections, admitted mistakes and a rare apology. There continues to be a disturbing pattern which raises serious
questions about the ISBCC leadership’s honesty in their claims of brotherhood and peaceful coexistence.

Here are just a few examples:

» The ISBCC for 8 years listed as one of its trustees Yusuf al Qaradawi, the spiritual head of the Muslim Brotherhood — a man
who teaches his followers to exterminate Jews, execute homosexuals, and beat their wives. The Islamic center claimed this
was an 8 year clerical error — and for some Jewish leaders this was a good enough excuse to drop the issue. Yet Mr. Qaradawi
is now chairman of the educational arm of the Muslim American Society (MAS) which runs the ISBCC’s daily operations.

* FBI evidence and affidavits by Federal prosecutors identify the MAS as the “overt arm of the Muslim Brotherhood” in Ameri-
ca. MAS denies this documented fact (as do almost all Muslim Brotherhood fronts in every country it operates) — and for some
Jewish leaders this was good enough to ignore the issue. Yet the ISB’s most recent trustee, Jamal Badawi, was identified as
a top Muslim Brotherhood leader during the Holy Land Foundation trial. Badawi urges Muslims to establish Sharia law (Islamic
theocracy) wherever they live.

* The Islamic center invited radical speakers to preach to the Boston Muslim community since it opened. Twice last year MAS
invited Yasir Qadhi — a Holocaust denier who insists that democracy is unacceptable in Islam — to give an intensive four-day
seminar at the ISBCC. When Jewish leaders complained, the MAS claimed they didn’t know Qadhi was an extremist and prom-
ised to disinvite him. For some Jewish leaders this was a good enough reason to ignore the issue. Yet the MAS simply moved
Qadhi’s seminar to another location.

* ISBCC/MAS have also mislead Jewish leaders about the mostly-Saudi funding of the Islamic center; their reinstatement as
ISBCC trustee of the anti-Semitic Saudi billionaire Walid Fitaihi; as well as the Islamic center’s relationship with the campaign
to defend local terror suspect Tarek Mehanna promoted by MAS Imam Abdullah Faaruuq.

How can Jewish leaders continue in the same failed path of denial and public silence on these issues and expect different re-
sults? History has shown that silence is not a friend of the Jewish people.

Today we are asking Boston’s Jewish leaders to honestly and publicly address these concerns with the community. Jewish
leaders must stop granting legitimacy to radicals. Instead, they need to reach out to moderate Muslims and conduct genuine
interfaith dialogue. We at Americans for Peace and Tolerance are ready and willing to provide detailed information to you — as
we have provided it to many civic leaders — about New England’s radical Islamic leadership.
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